
 or loss 1-800-642-8541. (V/TDD)
ovided by the WV Early Childhood Transition Steering Committee with permission from r Deafblindness Task Force. 



Vision Loss 
 
Remember: Most vision impairments affect distance viewing.  
It can affect the acuity, field of vision, ability to see 
relative contrast or understanding what is seen.  The details 
in pictures may not be seen clearly even when  
only a short distance away. Often the “visual clutter” in 
pictures, engaging for most, may be too busy for a child 
with a vision impairment.  The younger the reader, the more 
information is relayed through pictures. The quantity, type, 
direction, and position of illumination are critical to a child’s 
visual performance.  Eighty percent (80%) of our learning is 
through vision.   
 
Tips and Strategies: 
 

• Rely on the teacher for information concerning the 
best lighting environment for the child. 

• Encourage the child to sit up front and close to you to 
enable him/her to see the book.  Avoid moving around 
the classroom. 

• Bring an extra book for the child to hold. 
• Allow a few extra seconds for the child to visually 

explore the book. 
• Provide verbal descriptions of the pictures. 
• Consider bringing objects to represent the book you 

are reading.  For example in the “Three Little Bears”, 
bring three stuffed bears. 

Hearing Loss 
 
Remember: Hearing Loss often affects the clarity of sound 
not only the loudness.  Although the hearing aid may make 
your voice loud enough, it may not be clear for the child.  
Only thirty percent (30%) of the English Language is visible 
on the lips.  A child with a significant hearing loss relies 
heavily on visual information and will watch your face for 
cues or the sign language interpreter. 
 
 
 
 
 
Tips and Strategies: 
 

• Encourage the child to sit up front and close to you to 
enable him/her to see your face for lip reading and 
other cues.  Avoid moving around the classroom. 

• Ask the teacher if there is an assistive listening 
device.  If yes, offer to wear the microphone. 

• Read slowly, naturally and clearly.  You do not need to 
speak louder or to exaggerate the words. 

• For books with pictures, consider showing the picture 
before and after you read the page. 

• Allow more time before you turn the page to enable 
the child to shift his/her attention from your face or 
the interpreter to the picture. 

 

MAKING READING ENJOYABLE AND ACCESSIBLE FOR ALL CHILDREN 

Tips and strategies for reading to children with vision and hearing impairments 
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